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Effects of Nature-Oriented River Works in Shimanto River
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Nature-oriented river works are promoted in rivers around the country. However,
there is a need to judge whether the objectives of the river works have been attained
from the following aspects:

1. Secure safety in terms of anti-flooding measures;

2. Ensure ideal biological habitat;

3. Protect and restore the growth and development of environment; and

4. Improve the landscape and scenery.
This study targets the river works in the Shimanto River area. The follow-up study
tracks and surveys the area in which nature-oriented river works were reflected. We
re-arranged and selected existing survey materials in hope to study the riverway
and revetment before and after improvement works. We also compared the
ecosystem and changes in the scenery.
As a result, we found there were no problems in the riverside protection function,
even during the second largest flooding in 1997. When comparing the fish population
we found a rise in species that adapted to the new environment. The rate of fry
incidence also increased. As a result, it was found that the environment transformed
into a nature-oriented environment in terms of the ecosystem.
The follow-up survey conducted to evaluate the effects of the nature-oriented river
works had to be reviewed in terms of the survey period, location and details.
These improvements and notes were defined to accumulate findings on future
nature-oriented river works.
Keyword : Evaluation of the Effects of Nature-Oriented River Works, Survey and

Monitoring, and Shimanto River.
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