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Study and Research on the Ideal River that Reflects History and Culture
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Rivers tend to be deeply intertwined with the locale through human and material
exchange stemming from shipping transport, flood control activities, festivities,
religious rituals, landscaping, and industrial activities to name a few. Needless to
say, the river has also been closely part of daily living of people, as well. However, the
relationship between the river, community and people has gradually faded, and this
has resulted in people's interest in the river to gradually fade, as well. Amidst such
circumstances, it is becoming important to consider the ideal situation of the river
with light on history and culture, as well as the relationship of the river and the
community upon promoting future river development programs.

Backed by such reasons, this study took place in hope to define the perspective and
other aspects upon future river development projects with consideration to the river
and communication, and its relationship with people, within the framework of the
basin, and from the perspective of reflecting history and culture, by using the
Kikuchi river in Kumamoto Prefecture and Asahi River in Okayama Prefecture as
the models,

As a result, we came to the following conclusion. We must re-realize the importance
of the correlation between the river and community that we have learned through
history and culture. There is also a need to preserve artifacts and traditional
technology. Cooperation with the community is another vital aspect. The last but not
least focus highlights the importance of traditional techniques and planning
methods that have been practiced over the years.

Keywords: Basin, History and Culture, Wisdom and Measures, Heritage, Exchange, Ship
Transport, and Flood Control.
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Fig.1 Study Procedures
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Fig.2 Characteristics from the Historical and Cultural Aspects of Kikuchi River
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Fig.3 Characteristics from the Historical and Cultural Aspects of Asahi River
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Fig.8 Example of the Relationship Between History and Culture in Asahi River
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Fig.9 Example of the Relationship Between River and Community
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