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STUDY ON RELATION BETWEEN RIVER AND PEOPLE IN VIEW OF LITERATURE
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We Japanese who have led life centering on rice farming have been thanking to the river as a
thing which gives blessing of fertile staple. On other side, Japanese were afraid the river from the
fear of the flood which occurred frequently. Moreover, the rich and beautiful scenery has been
expressed by many literary person from ancient times at literature, such as a 31-syllable
Japanese poem, waka and a hailku poem.

This study focuses on the figures of the rivers in ancient times and relation between men and
the river, through the consideration of the Japanese waka poems and haiku poems, particularly in
the Kinki region, the Chubu region and the Tohoku region.

Consequently, the rivers which waka and haiku poem express made the figure of once rich
natural environment and the rivers sticking to the life of men emerge. This can be said to form a
common basis for major issues that we are working on today, for example, social development
that learns from natural regeneration and rivers.

Key Words : Japanese literature, Japanese poem, haiku, and utamakura (a place of poetical association)
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