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Standardization of vegetation map legends used in the National Census on River Environments
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Vegetation maps prepared through the National Census on River Environments (plant survey) are very
important fundamental information on the river environment because they are used, for example, as base
maps for river environment information maps used to plan the improvement and conservation of the river
environment.

In the past surveys, legends for river vegetation maps were determined according to physiognomy and
dominant species, so that the same plant communities were given two or more names. This report describes
the process and result of a study conducted to standardize legends for plant community types.

In the study, which was conducted in fiscal 2001 and 2002, a total of 380 plant community types were
identified. The result of the study was first applied to the input and output systems used for the plant survey
of the 2001 National Census on River Environments, and vegetation maps for all rivers in the country are

now generated using standardized legends. The study was concluded in fiscal 2002.
Key words : National Census on River Environments, plant survey, vegetation map, plant community com-

position survey, legend, standardization, plant community, plant community type, community

unit, basic classification
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