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The extent of influence of river environment improvement projects
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At present, it is standard practice to evaluate an environmental improvement project in terms of cost/benefit
analysis. In this method, cost-effectiveness is calculated by dividing the (net) benefit from improvement of the
river environment calculated through CVM study or other means by the total project cost. However, the extent of
influence of a project on which to base such calculation is not clearly defined and thus depends on the judgment
of individuals.

In this study, the extent of influence of environmental improvement projects was considered by conducting a
questionnaire survey concerning completed environmental improvement projects. From the survey results, it can
be concluded that a project is usually recognized by those people living within 15 km from the project site, and
thus 15 km can be taken as the maximum extent of project influence. It was also found, however, that if there is
another river of a similar or greater size near the project river, the benefit of the project is reduced in the area
beyond the adjacent river. The study also confirmed that the extent of influence could exceed 20 km in the river
direction, and that a project could be more highly rated in remote urban areas. These findings require further

study.
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