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Creating a symbiotic river for white storks and humans
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This study was conducted to decide on (1) measures to take to create an area symbolized by the white stork (a
protected species designated by the national government) in the Toyooka Basin region, taking into consideration
the conservation and restoration of ecosystem diversity in the river section under the jurisdiction of the MLIT
(Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport) of the Maruyama River System, and (2) the formulation of nature
restoration plans that take sustainable environmental management into consideration.

In the study, subjects and goals for restoration were identified by focusing on the channel characteristics, habi-
tat characteristics and bioecological characteristics of the river basin and the Maruyama River, reviewing the
present state and history of the river and river basin and analyzing the impact-response relationship. Then, the
desired role of the river and the goals to be achieved were identified, and conservation and restoration spots were
determined in view of characteristic river environments, river-related challenges and emergency flood control
measures. Restoration methods to be used were also determined, and their effectiveness was verified.

The basic philosophy of prioritized improvement was defined, and phased improvement plans were drawn up.
Monitoring for evaluating the effect of improvement and regional cooperation essential for nature restoration

were also studied.

Keywords : white stork, nature restoration, Maruyama River, ecological network, wetland restoration,

river continuity
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