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Efforts to promote nature-oriented river works in Niigata Prefecture
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This paper reports on the ongoing efforts since 2003 to promote nature-oriented river works in Niigata
Prefecture. Fifteen years have passed since nature-oriented river works began in 1990, and there is a growing
need for efficient and scientific environmental conservation and creation making effective use of the experience
accumulated thus far. To this end, it is essential to enhance the knowledge and awareness of the people involved
in river improvement. It is difficult, however, to promote the concept of river works adapted to regional character-
istics through books and seminars alone.

In view of these circumstances, the Niigata Prefectural Government held workshops and compiled a manual on
nature-oriented river works. In developing the manual, in order to discuss nature-oriented river works adapted to
regional characteristics, a model river was chosen and, after evaluating the present state of the river, a field inves-
tigation involving academic experts was conducted. The Niigata Prefecture Manual of Nature-oriented River
Works was compiled on the basis of the state of the model river and literature, and workshops taught by academ-

ic experts and river engineers and on-site workshops at the model river site were held.
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