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Social impact of increased use of river-side land
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There has been a growing social demand in recent years for increased use of river-side land for creating a live-
ly riverfront or building an attractive community, such as using river-side land for various events or as open cafe
sites, as part of urban renewal or regional regeneration efforts.

In March, 2004, exceptional measures under the Rules for Permitting the Occupancy of River-side Land (here-
after referred to as the "Exceptional Measures") were indicated by a circular issued by the Vice-Minister of Land,
Infrastructure and Transport so that, as a social experiment, private businesses can occupy tracts of river-side
land as, for example, open cafe sites.

This social experiment is underway in three river systems, namely, the Ota River System (Kyobashi, Motoyasu
and Old Ota rivers), the Yodo River System (Dotonbori River) and the Shonai River System (Hori River), and
social impacts are also being studied.

As an interim report of research results that can be used for the application of the Exceptional Measures to
other rivers in Japan, this study empirically determines the impacts and effects of the social experiment on the
local community and river users; investigates the present state of the requirements for the designation of
Exceptional Measures ((1) community consensus building, (2) maintenance of fairness and (3) proper management
of river-side facilities); and investigates the usage of the charges collectible for the use of river-side facilities for the

purpose of conserving or creating a better riverfront.

Key words : Rules for Permitting the Occupancy of River-side Land, social experiment, Ota River, Hori River,

Dotonbori River
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