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Present state and analysis of river restoration in Japan
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In January, 2003, the Nature Restoration Act, a new law enacted with the aim of restoring lost ecosystems and
other natural environments took effect. Under this law, local efforts involving a wide variety of local entities have
been underway throughout the country for the conservation, restoration and creation of rivers, wetlands, tidal
flats, seaweed beds, rural forests, rural communities, forests, coral reefs, etc. The river departments of the
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport and local governments are also planning or implementing river
restoration plans in 47 areas in order to improve river environments.

Local efforts to improve river environments, however, are being made independently, and no effort is being
made to share and integrate project information. This report has been prepared for the purpose of sharing
information on river environment restoration and performing a basic analysis necessary for the evaluation river
restoration efforts. Information was collected from Web sites, pamphlets and booklets, taking into consideration
the availability of information on local project information. By using the information thus collected, river
restoration efforts in Japan were identified and analyzed.

As a result, it has been found that nature restoration councils were formed in 26 areas, nature restoration
projects to be completed by a certain time in the past were implemented in 5 areas, and projects targeted at
certain species were carried out in 8 areas. Wetlands account for about 30 percent of all river environment
elements to be restored, followed by the continuity of rivers, shallows and pools, the continuity of water bodies

associated with river banks, lake shores, gravel beds, tidal flats and reed beds, and water-land transition zones.
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