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Robinia pseudoacacia removing effect of root removal after felling trunks
and future problems
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It is generally known that Robinia pseudoacacia, an exotic species of North American origin, is highly capable
of regenerating even after felling trunks. In order to exterminate Robinia pseudoacacia, therefore, it is necessary
either to remove the stumps and the rhizomes and other underground parts completely or to kill the plants. The
technology, however, to effectively remove or kill the underground parts of this species has not yet been
established. In this study, for the purpose of evaluating the effectiveness of Robinia pseudoacacia root removal by
use of a backhoe, identifying problems and finding ways to exterminate Robinia pseudoacacia effectively, surveys
and measurements including phytosociological vegetation surveys, sprout density surveys and sprouting source
measurement were conducted in the year after root removal. On the basis of the study results thus obtained,
problems to be addressed and measures to be taken were studied, and four field trial plans for Robinia
pseudoacacia regeneration control were developed. These regeneration control plans were carried out during the
period from December, 2006, to March, 2007.

For the study river, the Aka River, a restoration project has been underway since 2005. Under the project,

efforts are being made to remove Robinia pseudoacacia in order to restore the natural vegetation habitat of the
Aka River.

Key words : Aka River, nature restoration, Robinia pseudoacacia, root removal, sprouting
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