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River management aiming to assist in returning the crested ibis to the wild (The 2nd report)
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On Sado Island, various efforts are underway to return rare crested ibises (NVipponia nippon) to the willd. As
part of these efforts, from the viewpoint of assisting those efforts in the area of river management, the Sado Area
River (Kokufu River system, etc.) Nature Restoration Plan has been drawn up with the aim of conserving,
restoring and creating river ecosystem diversity.

Short-term measures under the plan are already being implemented. As one of long-term measures, the nature
restoration plan includes full-scale restoration of the river's natural environment that aims to widen the river
channel and create channel meanders. A full-scale nature restoration project for a small river, however, such as
the plan for the rivers in the Sado area, is rare in Japan, and only a limited amount of knowledge is available
about the response of the river environment to alterations. Since there are crested ibis acclimatization facilities in
the basin of the Tenno River, the Tenno River was positioned as a model river for full-scale nature restoration,
and a concrete nature restoration plan is being developed jointly by local residents, academic experts and the
government.

This paper reports on (1) past nature restoration efforts and their effects and (2) the gist, as of this writing, of

the Tenno River nature restoration plan.
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