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Present state of the Hiji River riparian forest and conservation and management
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Research results have accumulated over the years about the influence of riparian forest on the ecosystem, and
it has become known that riparian woods contribute to the biological diversity of rivers. On the other hand, it has
been pointed out that riparian forest, particularly in-channel trees have adverse effects on flood control such as
reducing the cross-sectional area of the river and causing high-speed flows along embankments. The treatment of
riparian forest, therefore, may be debatable whether they should be conserved (environment) or cut (flood
control). It is thought, however, that an appropriate management plan for riparian woods can be drawn up by
considering riparian forest on a site-by-site basis instead of viewing them from the viewpoint of the entire river
and by analyzing and evaluating flood control problems and the role of riparian forest in detail.

In this study, the present state and the problems of the riparian forest of the Hiji River were identified by
studying existing data, and the significance of the forest was considered by paying attention to the historical,
ecological, landscaping and social roles played by riparian forest. We considered the desirable state of the Hiji
River from the problems and the significances. At the same time, the problems and the significances of each
district concerning the riparian forest were reviewed, and concret, appropriate conservation and management

were considered.

Key words : Hiji River, riparian forest, historical significance, ecological significance, landscaping

significance, social significance, conservation and managing plan
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