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Efforts for dissemination and promotion of nature-oriented river management
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Measures for “Nature-oriented River Management”, launched in specific rivers in accordance with the notice
issued in 1990, were taken over by the “Basic Guidelines for Nature-oriented River Management” in 2006
targeting all kinds of rivers, which aimed to “conserve and create a river environment that provides habitats and
breeding grounds to living things, as well as a diversified river landscape, in view of the natural condition of the
whole river and harmony with regional livelihood, history and culture” (Basic Guidelines for Nature-oriented River
Management, October 2006).

However, various excellent projects to promote river development have been conducted since measures for
“Nature-oriented River Management” were launched 20 years ago, while many rivers are still facing problems.
One of the major causes is a lack of understanding of technology for nature-oriented river management. It is an
urgent issue to build a framework for collection and dissemination of technical data.

The Foundation for Riverfront Improvement and Restoration (hereinafter referred to as the “Center”) has
carried out activities to disseminate and promote technology for nature-oriented river management. In February
2008, it established the “Nature-oriented River Management Support Center (administrative office)” (hereinafter
referred to as the “Support Center”) to consolidate its activities.

This paper aims to report the Center’s efforts to disseminate and promote technology for nature-oriented river
management after the notice, “Technical Standards for River Planning of Medium and Small-Sized Rivers”, was
issued by the River Bureau of the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism in March 2008,
coinciding with the establishment of the Support Center.
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