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Study on promoting utilization of seacoast
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According to the revision of the Coast Act in 1999, two objectives, “improvement and conservation of the
seacoast environment” and “proper use of public seacoast”, were added to its original objective of “protection
from seacoast disasters, such as tsunamis and high water”. However, most seacoast areas are generally located
far from people’s living space, and efforts to improve and conserve the seacoast environment still have not shown
much progress compared to other efforts, such as river and city planning.

One of the causes for this is the recent problem of garbage that has drifted ashore along the seacoast in Japan,
which has become a national issue although there are significant regional differences in its severity. Concerned
parties, including coastal managers and local governments, are now struggling with a response to the problem,
and it seems that it is effective and necessary to make various efforts to address the problem efficiently, such as
providing opportunities for information exchange, implementing countermeasures at the source of the garbage,
and promoting regional alliances.

Now that people’s needs have become more sophisticated and have diversified into all kinds of fields, there are
various demands for utilization of seacoast. In order to respond to such demands, surveys to discover issues
regarding the promotion of seacoast usage in the light of the actual situation and the demands of seacoast users,
as well as to indicate directions for solving those issues, were carried out. In view of the survey results, we

suggested an action plan (draft) for promoting utilization of seacoast.

Key words : Seacoast, garbage that has drifted ashore, utilization, regional alliances
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