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Examination of a quantitative assessment method according to the source of drift waste
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Japan is surrounded on all four sides by the sea, and its total coastline extends approximately 35,000
kilometers. Recently, a large quantity of objects from other areas in the country as well as neighboring foreign
countries have drifted down to coastal areas and caused various damage, such as degradation of seacoast
functions in terms of security and usage, deterioration of environment and landscape, including the ecosystem,
and impact on safe navigation of ships and the fishing industry.

The types and amount of waste drifting down to Japan vary widely by coastal area. In order to take effective
measures against drift waste, it is important to first obtain data on the composition and amount of drift waste,
including its source. However, at present, there is no unified survey method to obtain such data for drift waste.

This paper aims to summarize the results of examination of a method to quantitatively assess drift waste,

including the source of the waste, in a simplified way (nationally-unified survey method).
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