River environment as viewed from the results of National Survey on River Environments:
an overview of the first to furs round survey results

The National Survey on River Environments started in FY 1990, and its fourth survey of fish and benthic animals
was completed in FY 2010. This study reviews the results of this survey (from the first to fourth) (fish and
benthic animals), and examines changes in the river environment of Class A river systems.

We investigated the water environment by using the overall average score method, based on the results of the
National Survey on River Environments (benthic animals). As a result, the water environment in the middle
and upper reaches of the Class A river system was rated as generally good.

Increase of alien organisms was remarkable among secular changes in the survey of fish and benthic animals.
Since we were concerned about the influence on the indigenous fish community, we identified the confirmed
status and secular changes of fish (Micropterus dolomieu, etc.) and benthic animals (Pacifastacus leniusculus
trowbridgii, Limnoperna fortunei, etc.) that are designated as invasive alien species or risky species.

Keywords: National Survey on River Environments, river environment, overall average score method, alien
organism, invasive alien species
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