Method to Evaluate River Space Using the Internet
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One of the nationwide survey methods for evaluating river space is the River Report Card Survey implemented
by the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism since FY2003. In the River Report Card
Survey, citizens evaluate the usability of some spots on a river, where are likely to be utilized, so that their
opinions can be reflected in river improvement or maintenance. Under the present circumstances, however,
the result of a survey is not necessarily used for improvement or preservation of river environment. The
reasons for this include the fact that evaluation is not determined by the objectives of use, and that it is a
subjective judgment by an evaluator without quantitative criteria.

To solve these problems, improvement of the existing River Report Card Survey method has been considered.
At the same time, a new river space evaluation system using the internet has been developed which enables
many citizens to use the system to evaluate river space following a certain evaluation procedure. In this
system, evaluated spots are indicated on a Google map, and by clicking a spot, users can evaluate or see an
evaluation result. Users can also register a new spot to evaluate. In addition, as the system is accessible
from a mobile device, any users of the river can evaluate it anytime and anywhere, and also can see the result.

Keywords: River Report Card Survey, river space, evaluation method, Internet, system, mobile device,
smartphone application
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