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Study on countermeasures on alien species in rivers

Alien species can become invasive and adversely affect the indigenous species and ecosystems by predation and
competition, often causing damages not only to human health or safety but to economy as well. River managers and local
citizen groups have paid more attention to alien species because of their apparent impacts on rivers such as Robinia
pseudoacacia altering flow regime, Eragrostis curvula changing gravel bar environment, Myocastor coypus damaging
embankments, pollen of Ambraosia trifida causing hay fever in riparian areas, and various alien plant species outcompeting
indigenous species. The status of alien species invading and causing damages is changing every year, and at the same time,
research on such alien species has progressed and countermeasures are developed and therefore updating, implementing and
communicating scientific knowledge are important in counter-measuring alien species.

This study reports ‘Countermeasures for Everyone against Alien Species — case studies in rivers,” which is compiled for
general public in civic groups and educational institutions based on the information gathered and organized locally and
otherwise for nationwide rivers regarding the invasive status of alien species and their countermeasures.
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