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Current state of community development utilizing rivers and challenges ahead identified
from a national questionnaire survey
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The Japanese Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism has been pursuing community development
utilizing rivers ever since fiscal year 2009 when it established the system needed to support the effort to enhance the
appeal of local communities by bringing riverfront and urban spaces together. In recent years, there has been an
increasing number of initiatives led by community members recognized for creating vibrant riverfront and urban spaces,
in keeping pace with a popular trend to effectively utilize roads, parks, and other public spaces. Unfortunately, in contrast
to these successful examples, some communities fail to effectively use their riverine spaces.

This paper draws on responses to a questionnaire survey regarding the feasibility of river-based revitalization
of Japanese communities, as well as the challenges of community development utilizing rivers. It points out that
there is little awareness of trying to utilize rivers in areas that have potential for community development utilizing
rivers. It also identifies challenges encountered in each stage of community development utilizing rivers and their
causes before considering measures for boosting these initiatives.

Keywords: community development utilizing rivers , questionnaire survey, nationwide, municipalities, challenges,
text mining
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